HO                                  JAMES,   DUKE   OF   YORK

whose name was for a long time at the head of the list was Claudia
Felicitas, Archduchess of Inspriick, and protracted negotiations
were carried on in regard to her with the imperial Court, for the
Emperor was her feudal superior and had the disposal of her hand;
orders were actually issued for the completion of the proxy marriage.
But these negotiations came to an unsatisfactory end through the dila-
toriness of Hapsburg diplomatic methods, and eventually the Emperor
lost his own wife and married Claudia Felicitas himself; so near was this
country to having a queen of that euphonious name.

At last the choice of Louis, with the acquiescence of Charles and
James, fell on Maria Beatrice, sister of the young Duke of Modena.
The Earl of Peterborough, who had been causing amusement by his
activities on the Continent as James's matrimonial agent, furnishing
him from time to time with reports on the personal qualities of the
candidates for his hand, was ordered to proceed to Modena and to
make a proposal in due form. But there were unforeseen difficulties:
the Princess was averse to marriage and wished to take religious vows
and to become a nun; she was then "but fifteen years old, and so
innocently bred that till then she had never heard of such a place as
England, nor of such a person as the Duke of York", and she was
scared at the prospect of great place; she was also apprehensive lest in
Protestant England she would not have full facilities for worshipping
God in the manner to which she was accustomed and which she be-
lieved to be the only acceptable manner. From Rome also came the
objection that James had not yet been received into the Church, and
Louis was asked to use his good offices with the Pope to procure the
necessary dispensation, and also with the dowager Duchess of Modena
to convince her that the dispensation was a mere matter of form and
need not delay the completion of the marriage contract. But the personal
objections were over-ruled and a promise was made to the bride that
she would have a public chapel in which she could arrange everything
to her liking; it was also decided to proceed with the marriage, in which
Peterborough acted as James's proxy, without waiting for a formal
dispensation from the Pope, who had, however, sent a "hortatory
breve" (elsewhere called an "honorific breve"), which we may under-
stand as a permission to proceed in anticipation of formal sanction.1

1 The secret was well kept, for Lady Russell, who was in a position to get
the latest news, wrote to her husband on September 23,1672: "I will tell you the
news came on Sunday night to the Duke of York, that he was a married man;
he was talking in the drawing-room when the French ambassador brought the
letters in and told the news; the Duke turned about and said, Then I am a
married man.* It proved to be the Princess of Modena; for it was rather ex-
pected to be Canaples* niece."